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use techmques that have worked for them in the past They may tIy uslng a
dry ﬂy, but after a few casts go back to flshmg awet ﬂy. & i

: West Coast steelhead wti!l mke dry ﬂles, espemally in the
warmer summer and fall months. All I can say is you Mﬂn e
catch them on a dry fly if you aren’t fishing a dry Ey, it’s that

simple. Which fly to use? A good example of a preven classicis

' the Steelhead Bee.

Originated by noted British Columbia fly ﬁshmg author.' A
. conservationist/angler Roderick Haig-Brown, the Steelhead
Bee was well ahead of its time in many ways. The Bee’s design

allows it to be fished not only in the traditional upstream drag-

free dead-drift dry-fly approach, but also cast downstrgim ona
tight line and fished with a “waking? or “skating” technique.
Waking flies sit low in the surface and create a disturbance
with either wings and/or bodies des:gned to resast the current’s -

Abdve: Steelhetﬁi Dry Flies, t
Bottom row (le

ﬂow. Flies in thx&category include Harry Lemn*e ] Greased Lmer,
Bill Bakke’s Dragen Fly”and Bill McMillan’s Steelhead Caddis.

Skatmg flies are tte‘d with tradmonal stiff, bushy. d:ﬂy-fly
hackle intended to hft the fly up so it 1;1des ma;nly on the o’
hackle and tail. Traditional dries scaled up in size for stee]head; -
include the Royal Wu]ff Humpy, and HalmngBlack Gnat
among others. 2t =

There is crossover between flies &emgned as “wakers” be r
ing fished as a “skater” and vice versa, but the on.‘ly ,tbmg that
matters is if the fish likes the presentatlon .

My first dry-fly steelhead experience was a real leap. of

f\falth for me. I was bound and determined to finally catcha
- steelhead on a dry,ﬂy,,ar not atall.T fished mt};ﬂothmg bu

"

'mw(leftj Steelhead Bee (igho) Stelhead Cadls.
Greased Lmer; (righ: tJ Dmgan Fly : .




a Stee]head Bee the whole day ona small secluded southwest
elt ead river. It was a warm June day that felt
ect for fish to be active and, hopefully, looking up at
Steelhead Bee. I tried traditional upstream casts to visible
h in the river’s crystal- clear canyon pools with no luck. I also

skated the fly with a downstream presentation through fast bub-

bling pocket water asweﬂ Nothmg But I wasn’t gomg to give in
to temptatloﬂ and change to a wet fly. ;

Fma]ljr the ruaglc time at the end of the day arrived. The
 sun was slowly setting andshade was now on the water. I cast
a tight line down and ac;l;oss and immediately lifted the rod
tip high to contml th z,‘,path of the line, and hence the fly. As
it skated across a smooth, glassy tailout trailing a perfect “V”
shape behind it, a deer and fawn stepped out of the trees on the
other sicfe of the river. I slowly turned my head to watch them
and r,hen froze, trying not to scare them away. Seconds later, out
of the corner of my eye, I saw a large silver head pop up out of
the watef where my fly was and then disappear. Not wanting
0 sfare the deer, I remained frozen. As luck would have it, this
tm'ned out to be the ideal thing to do. '

fSreeIhecld Bee

Hock-' nght wire salmon dry-fly hook'
 sizes4to10.
~ Thread: Red.
: Tail: Fox squirrel tail.
.Bod)i'"':Equal sections of brown, yellow, and
. brown dubbing.

ing: Upright divided wings of fox squ:rrel tail

slanted forward at a 45° angle,

: Brown; stiff dry-fly quality or soft wet-fly

'quuli_l'yff discussed in tying steps.

Most anglers will see the fish take and instinetively react
by trying to set the hook; often this will pull the fly up and out
of the fish’s mouth. The preferred reaction is actually to drop
the rod tip and give slack line to the fish so it can turn and then

the current will bow the line and bring the hook back ;nto the

comer of their mouth. Then all the angler needs to do 18 gradu-

ally tighten the line untl] you feel the flsh—then be ready for
- the action.

Ni eedless to say, the stillness and qmetof the moment

didnt Iast long for me. Next thing I knew, line was screaming

off my reel and, as the deer fled the noise, I started down-
stream to try and catch up with the fish that had hooked itself.
I got lucky and had managed to hold on. I'd like to say I landed
that one, but it wasn’t to be as it broke off after a cart wheeh.ng
jump going over the tailout. '
But sometimes the fish we don’t land are the ones we
remember most. This was the case for my first dry-fly-hooked

steelhead. I'll never forget the scene and excitement of the mo-
ment. Try fishing for steelhead with a dry fly—youw’ll soon have

some exciting new memories of your own!

i

fach y your thread somewhere around the
: rmdd & of the shank and wrap back o a pos-
fion above the point.

' Select @ small amount [30 10 50 f!bersl of
fox squirrel fail and trim the clump off the fail.
Hold the fip ends of the hair tightly in

 hand ffor nghl-hnnded tiers] and
all undertur ond short fibers with your right hand.
This everss the length of fibers (for a more natural

begin pulling cut

) up the shank

%) Transf th'e‘cluhpofrsmc:’lnln;g fbers for the

Iail fo your left hand with the tips pointing to the
left over the bend of the hook. Measure so the fips

 extend a shank length beyond the back end of .
-~ shank and fie in tightly. Trim the butt ends af o faper

o the mid point of the shank and flnlsh wrapping
over the bult ends securely. Advance the thread toa i
position slightly farward of ihree-quarters of the way

look, I usually prefer nof fo siack the hair) and
- removes unwanfed shorter fibers, thus reducing

the bulk and. muklng it easier to secure fhe flbers
o T|'IE hoak. : o S

o the shank in Ieng;h d are
p of fhe hook over the &
enr.[s ot g fuper fo ihe back of the

butts down hghﬂy d 5£0




he hair and against

up frem the hook.

ing fo in frant of the far wing, h
; ing from in front of the near
he far wing. Help drvlde and defi

J, uwunHo pOsl"thewmg bases. Take 4

hread and wrap Ilghﬂy around only the hair -
> very base of each wing. For either waking
Hlies, this is an important step ifyou have

' upngh ivided wlngs You moy need fo support the
 hair between each complefe wrap fo keep the wing
~ from folding over and allowing your thread wrap

fo slip off. Post one wing then make @ few wraps
around the shank and then post the cther. Work lhe

thread up the: base of each wing about a sixteenth of

an inch or s0. Onee completed, add a drop of head
cement o the base of each wing to hslp lock the -

thread wraps and sfiffen the wings.

'shheﬁ abaut 1 1/2
If ied as @ waking fiy,

front the wing, e it oot rhe back of| ﬁ\e

ad and finish.
lect two gcod dryﬂy

Finally, ks severel wrcps hghtly behmd bohh
& vings fo force them forward to about a 45°

cng[e sloping over the eye, The final position should -
be os shown—a 45'slant foward over the eye and

cach wing of about a 45" angle off the. vertical
190" befween the wings| when viewed from the
f front. Again add o drop or two of cementfo lock -

the thread wraps and wing bases in place and help
stiffen them up for Ihalr work ahead pushing bm:k

'cgamsl currem‘s Vi i




