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~ The Evolutlon of:

rtic

‘ Part Three:
Tube Flies

By Kevin Erickson

versions acknowledged from the 1930’ and éﬂ’sdﬁ"ﬁbe flies are an
articulated fly by definition—and Tll :ntmﬁuce some new twutspn this
Tater, They offer many advantages in all types of fishing, espemally for
steelhead, where you need to cover a variety of water depths and condi-
u'ons. Here are some important features: S

B F]y size and style isn't dependent on hook size or style You can
- have alarge light fly that’s easy to cast,
| ~ * Hooks are placed at the rear of the pattem resulnng in less short
- takes and more hook- ups.
* Tybe choice is limitless. leferent wquhts, colors, smes shapes anrl

lengths can all be used, 3
* Less hook leverage; WIth a short shank tuhe hook, more ﬁsh are

i landed.

~ * Tfthe hook 'duils or breaks ir’s easy to replace.

. ® Various hook choices allow the ang,];er to use hook styles sulted to
the fish and water conditions.

* Incorporate cones and beads to add w.exght to the flles andior aIter

their swxmmzng action,

Eiitire product lines have been developed over the years for
ube-fly tying, HMH (www.hmhvises.com) has a series of vises, tools
 and precut packaged tubes of varions materials in differing lengths.

] innovative company located in Finland is Eumer (www.
eumertube.com). They have developed a unique series of brass tubes
w1th various lengths and t

o 0 lock the tube tightly in place and you Te ready to tie.
 There are a couple of points to be aware of. First, use tying cement

ick, smooth tube surface, especially p_i;ggti; _S_éi:ond,,b&_e sure not to
 flared ends, others don't. Even with flared ends, doﬁ’fjgb too close. Be
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ube flies have been around for over a hundred years with standardized

lat

shapes and mneheads ina rambow o

: is to increase their movement by using smaller tubes separated by

on your first layer of thread to prevent sliding and/or twistingon the

sure the time spent at the vise doesn’t come apart on the water dueto
running out of room. :
Articulated tube flies are a reianveiy new variation. M}r new twist

beads of various materials. By stacking the shorter tubes you achieve

articulated action with endless variety. Even just two tubes together
swim well and three or more are amazing in the way they undulate
with a lifelike movement. Try adding a cone. nr metal bead to the front

 forextra weight and a diving acrion.

Give tubes a try on your next trip éx_ld hold on!
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Body Core: Tubing of choice in mater;al dmmeier und }englh
Thread: Red. S
Tcul Wrap- Red saddle hackle; two to ihree turns qniy : :
L Buﬂ"; Charlreuse Caclus Chenille; smaller than used for%he bodyfﬂ e
Silver ho[ogruphlc braid hwsleé o a s

y: Black Pearl New Age Chenille. o
: Hadde- Purple saddle; palmered over body secured wnh f|labmg
Heﬂd/ Ca"ur' Grizzly Krystal Flash Black/White fied bullet head style.

~ Step 2: Attach a red saddle hackle feather. ch the chenille for the body and the
Make two or three wraps, fie off and frim excess.  ribbing material securely right where the buttends.
 Attach the chenille for the butt. Maketwoto~~ Wirap the chenille forward, leaving a space in front
three turns to form a ball, tie off and trim the fer the bullet head to be formed. Tie off and frim the
excess. ; - excess. Atiach the hackle by the base end and prepa
. fo wrap it back wet fly style. | have found o palmered

hackle adds greatly to the lift and separation of th
- material used for the collar. This can be added to any
design to enhance the flies action in the water. :

 tothe! k.mck‘ehhé rube Add cernentto lock the
. ‘rhrecsd

+ Wrap the hackle in the normal direc-
~tion with open spirals going back to the rear of
. the body. Using hackle pliers helps in tha their
- weight will held the hackle i in posmon while you o
- proceed rhe next stsp i

Wi p’ihé_ﬂb forward, weaving if sideto fep 6: Advunce your thread fo the ont of
both the bedy and hackle. J
rom trapping fibers under the r'b

J can always Irlm more S
Il gll >f the fibers back 1o



